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endeavoured to cut off the retreat of the two remaining birds.
The one marked by Mr. Ritchie went through some water and
escaped him; the onlookers then viewed with much interest a
duel between Mr. Gillam on- the one hand, running about in
sea-boots armed with a revolver, and the. last ostrich on the
other, vigorously using its legs and wings and on its own ground.
Victory remained with the bird, which reached the mainland
triumphantly, or at least disappeared behind a bush and was
no more seen. Seven miles south-west of the Second Narrows
lies Elizabeth Island, so named by Drake. We took the passage
known as Queen's Road on the Fuegian side of the island, and
reached Punta Arenas next afternoon, Monday, October 20th.
We had intended to be there for two or three days only, but fate
willed otherwise, and we sat for weeks in a tearing wind among
small crests of foam, gazing at a little checkered pattern of houses
on the open hillside opposite.
It will be remembered that the motor engine, to our great
chagrin, was practically useless through heated bearings, and
that all our endeavours at Buenos Aires to diagnose and
remedy its ailment had been ineffectual. We had conse-
quently to rely *on passing through the Straits either under
sail, or, as the late Lord Crawford had suggested to us
before starting, through getting a tow from some passing
tramp by means of a £50 cheque to the skipper, a trans-
action which would probably not appear in their log. How-
ever, in mentioning our disappointment to the British Consul,
who was one of an engineering firm, he and his partner hazarded •
the suggestion that the defect lay, not in the, engine, where it
had been sought, but in the installation; that the shaft was
probably not " true." They bravely undertook the job of over-
hauling it on the principle of " no cure, no pay," and were entirely
justified by the result. The alteration was to have been finished
in ten days, but there were the tlsual delays, one of which was
a strike at the " shops," when a piece of work could only be
continued by-inducing one man to ply his trade behind closed
doors while S. turned the lathe. It was six weeks before the
anxious moment finally came for the eight hourV trial, ^riich
had been part.of the bargain, but t% motor did it triumphantly
without turning a hair. We found what consolation for tfe
delay was possible in the reflection that w£,had at least done

